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Having your Wedding 

at

Community Lutheran Church
“AND GOD BLESSED THEM...” (Genesis 1:28)
Congratulations!  You are planning to wed – to enter into a relationship which God has ordained for the perpetuation and happiness of God’s people.  Through the ages God has continued to bless in marriage those who enter it with prayer and live in it by faith.
Getting Ready

The date of the wedding should be reserved as early as possible. (Six months to a year is not too soon.) Before reserving the date and time of your wedding, please be aware that due to some building or staff obligations, or other concerns, some days are not available (holidays, vacation bible school, Holy Week, etc.) Please consult with the CLC staff for details. An initial pre-marital counseling appointment should be made with the Pastor about six months prior to the wedding. Couples should expect to meet with the Pastor at least three or four times in preparation for the wedding.

The Ceremony

1. The Rite of Marriage
The Rite of Marriage is first and foremost a service of worship. We come together to give thanks and praise to Almighty God, asking his blessing on the couple as they join together in the holy bonds of marriage.

2. Order of Service 

A wedding worship service can make use of a variety of options and participants. The pastor will have many resources to show you, and help you in choosing how your service will come together. Before final printing of the bulletin, please bring a final draft of the order of service to the church to allow the pastor to give it final approval. 

3. Holy Communion 

When the couple shares a common belief in Jesus Christ as their Savior, they might wish to celebrate their marriage with Holy Communion. Couples who choose to celebrate the Eucharist are encouraged to engage the congregation.
4. Vows 

You marry one another by the promises you make. The pastor will provide some models or examples of wedding vows for you to use or personally adapt, or you might create your own vows. 

5. Scripture Readings 

There are many appropriate and possible readings for a wedding, as well as a variety of Bible translations. The pastor will be happy to help you with your choices.
6. CLC Wedding Coordinator
A wedding coordinator from CLC is required at every wedding held at the church. This liaison will serve as the primary contact person on all matters relating to the use of CLC facilities, resources and vendors.
7. Music
The congregation's Organist has the right of first refusal for all weddings held in the church, followed by the Director of Music. The Organist and Director of Music can be contacted through the CLC coordinator. A guest soloist is permitted, but must meet with the Organist ahead of time.
No prerecorded music will be used in any weddings held at CLC.
Wedding music is a part of the worship service. As such, it is meant to glorify God and edify the congregation, while contributing to the reverent spirit of worship. All music, both instrumental and vocal, must be submitted to the Pastor and Church Organist for approval.

8. Decorations
Placement of decorations prior to the wedding and their removal after the service are the responsibility of the wedding party. Decorations should not be attached with tacks, nails, or tape. All seasonal church decorations will remain in place as well as all Sanctuary furniture and paraments.  Use of the memorial garden is allowed for any part of the service and is included in the sanctuary fee.  No lit decorative candles or open flame instruments are allowed other than a unity candle and/or remembrance candles.
9. Photography 
Flash pictures of the processional and recessional may be taken.  Non-flash pictures may be taken during the service, and video taping is permitted from a stationary recorder positioned in one place only.  Please advise your photographer it is not permitted to move between the congregation and the altar area during the ceremony.  Pictures of selected moments of the service can be recreated after the service with flash.
10. Reception
The church fellowship hall and kitchen may be used for wedding receptions. Set up and clean up of all facilities are the sole responsibility of the wedding party with final walk through approval of the wedding coordinator.
Rehearsal 

Although a wedding is a worship service and a celebration, a rehearsal is always helpful and usually necessary. It takes at most about an hour and is normally held the night before the wedding. It is best when the entire wedding party is present for the rehearsal.

PLEASE BE PROMPT. 
The rehearsal will not take place unless the License has been submitted to the Pastor. All expenses should be paid on rehearsal night to the Wedding Coordinator to distribute to the appropriate parties.
Other Considerations

1. The completed wedding bulletin must be submitted to the church secretary at least two weeks in advance of the wedding. 

2. Sound equipment may be used for ceremonies in the Sanctuary only after consultation with the CLC sound technician.
3. All deliveries must be coordinated through the wedding coordinator.
4. No smoking or alcohol allowed on church premises. This includes the Sanctuary, Narthex, Fellowship Hall, gardens, kitchen, restrooms and dressing rooms.
Fees:   Bride or Groom member of CLC
Facility


    $0



(A donation to one of the church’s ministries or a gift from the memorial list is a wonderful way to celebrate your union.)
Pastor



    $0
Organist


$300

(The $300 fee includes one consultation, rehearsal and wedding. This fee does not include any additional rehearsals with soloists.)
Sound



$200

(Includes CD recording of service and operation of microphones during the ceremony and is based on the availability of the CLC sound coordinator.)
CLC Wedding Coordinator
  $150-wedding




  $175-wedding and reception

Fees:  Non-Member 

(All non-member weddings must be approved by the pastors.)

Facility
$250 Sanctuary

$500 Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall

Pastor
$350
Organist
$350


(The $350 fee includes one consultation, rehearsal and wedding. This fee does not include any additional rehearsals with soloists.)
Sound



$250

(Includes CD recording of service and operation of microphones during the ceremony and is based on the availability of the CLC sound coordinator.)
CLC Wedding Coordinator
  $175-wedding




  $200-wedding and reception
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